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Abstract 

This talk will explore the interface of metaphors and so called “Artificial Intelligence 

(AI)” on three dimensions. The first part will highlight and critically discuss the 

metaphors that we use to refer to and that contribute to our understanding of Large 

Language Models (LLMs), which constitute the main thread of the current AI Hype (cf. 

Bender & Hannah 2025). This will be followed by an overview of past and current 

attempts at automatic metaphor identification and evaluations of human and machine 

performance in doing so. Finally, different LLMs will be tested on identifying metaphors 

in a prior manually annotated set of texts that are part of the New Zealand Stories Corpus 

(Degani & Onysko 2026). The combined investigation of these dimensions is intended to 

contribute to a critical reflection on the role of human thinking and machine pattern 

recognition in (conceptual) metaphor identification and analysis. The discussion also 

bears implications on our understanding of conceptual metaphor theory.  
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